
Dr. Todd Gehr has accepted the position of interim Chair of the Division of

Nephrology. 

He has been affiliated with the division since 1984, when he undertook a fellowship

in Nephrology at VCU. Since then, he has steadily grown in academic stature,

becoming one of the premier teachers and clinicians in the Department. His students

and peers alike attest to his devotion to students, his patience and humor, and his

professionalism as a teacher. Dr. Gehr is a recipient of several Best Faculty Awards,

Excellence in Teaching Awards and Best Attending Awards, to name just a few. In fact,

he is so loved by his students, that M-I, M-II and M-III recognize him as one of the

best teachers every single year.

Having received a Master’s of Science in Chemical Engineering from Purdue

University, Dr. Gehr subsequently obtained his medical degree from West Virginia

University Medical School. Prior to coming to Richmond, he did post-graduate 

work in Internal Medicine at Upstate Medical Center in Syracuse, New York. 

Dr. Gehr currently is a Medical Director of Home Dialysis and Gambro

Mechanicsville HD unit and has worked on several committees in the School of

Medicine, thus contributing significantly in the area of administration. He has made

important service contributions to the MCV Hospitals, the School of Medicine and

the state. Since last year, he has held a position as endowed professor of Nephrology.

He has established himself in administrative clinical roles as an extremely capable,

competent and caring clinician. Dr. Gehr is an accomplished researcher and is often

invited to give presentations nationally. His expert opinion is actively sought by

clinicians both within and outside the institution.

“His performance in all aspects in outstanding,” commented Dr. Anton Schoolwerth,

recently retired Chair of the Division. Dr. Richard Wenzel, the Department’s Chair,

added, “Dr. Gehr is a superb teacher and clinician who continues to conduct clinical

trials. He has been an active participant in many important Departmental, School 

of Medicine as well as national committees, and is widely recognized for his clear

thinking. He is an outstanding member of our faculty, and I am confident he will

flourish in this new position of leadership.

Dr. Gehr – Interim Leader of Division of Nephrology

Department of Internal Medicine
Medical College of Virginia Campus
Virginia Commonwealth University
Box 980452
Richmond, Virginia 23298-0452
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Dr. Arun Sanyal’s team received a priority score of 147 for their T-32 grant which 
has been competitively renewed for five more years. This is year 27-32 for this
training program which makes it one of the oldest funded training programs in
gastroenterology in the country.

Dr. Betty Anne Johnson has been accepted as a member of the 2003-2004 class of
Fellows in the Hedwig van Ameringen Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine
(ELAM) Program for Women.

Dr. Michael Edmond was invited to address the Institute of Medicine Committee on
Smallpox Vaccination Program Implementation in May 2003 in Washington, DC. 
The goal of the meeting is to gain an understanding of how the smallpox vaccination
program is proceeding and how smallpox preparedness is being defined across the
various public health venues in order to provide advice to the CDC.

Dr. David Gardner has been asked to author two chapters for the prestigious book
Ingbar and Werner’s The Thyroid, edited by Braverman and Utiger. This is a major
textbook in the field, and Dr. Gardner attained this honor by his consistent visibility
as a scholar and educator, including repeated invitations to conduct tutorial sessions
at the annual meetings of the American Thyroid Association and the American
College of Physicians.
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Recently, the Department of Internal Medicine had a remarkable Grand Rounds
speaker who was a visiting professor at VCU and is one of Canada’s most
distinguished historians – Professor Michael Bliss. He spoke on the life of Sir William
Osler, the leading internist in the world in the early 20th century. “The ideals of 
this caring and skillful clinician were beautifully presented by Professor Bliss,” said
Richard P. Wenzel, Chairman of the Department of Internal Medicine. Professor Bliss
was able to meet faculty, housestaff and medical students during his stay, discussing
not only his books but also his impressions of the unfolding SARS epidemic in his
home city of Toronto.

Professor Bliss’ scholarship in medical biography and history of medicine has been
extraordinary. His definitive account of the discovery of insulin not only brought 
new insights to an important chapter in the history of medical science, it also was
accessible to a broad audience, and therefore gave thousands of readers world-wide 
a better understanding of the world of biomedical research. The Discovery of Insulin
(1982) was followed by Banting: A Biography (1984), by Plague: A Story of Smallpox 
in Montreal (1991) and most recently by William Osler: A Life in Medicine (1999). 
The Discovery of Insulin was awarded the William A. Welch Medal of the American
Association for the History of Medicine in 1984 and the City of Toronto Book Award
in 1983. Plague was short-listed for the Governor General’s Award/Non-Fiction 
in 1992 and William Osler: a Life in Medicine was also short-listed for the Governor
General’s Award/Non-Fiction in 1999. It won the Canadian Historical Association’s
Ferguson Prize for the best book of the year in a field of history other than Canadian,
and for it Professor Bliss won his second Jason Hannah Medical from the Royal
Society of Canada. A member of the University of Toronto faculty for thirty-four
years, and distinguished teacher as well as scholar, Professor Bliss is currently 
writing a biography of Harvey Cushing, Osler’s first biographer and the founder of
neurosurgery, which will complete a two-volume biographical study of the rise of
North American medicine. 

Canadian Historian Addresses Grand Rounds

Professor Michael Bliss

William Taliaferro “Tee” Thompson received his M.D. degree from the Medical
College of Virginia in June 1938, graduating Alpha Omega Alpha and first in 
his class. He received internship and residency training in Internal Medicine at
Boston City Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital from 1938 to 1941.
Residency training was followed by military service in the Army Medical Corp where
Dr. Thompson was assigned to the 45th General Hospital regiment, MCV Unit, 
in North Africa and Italy during World War II. Following the war, Dr. Thompson
returned to Richmond, entered the private practice of Internal Medicine and accepted
an attending physician and Instructor of Medicine appointment at the McGuire
Veterans Administration Hospital. During the post-war years, Dr. Thompson quickly
established himself as an outstanding internist, teacher and leader. Because of his
great interest in medical education, he gradually left private practice, becoming full-
time VA faculty in 1950 and shortly thereafter becoming chief of the VA medical
service. In 1959, Dr. Thompson advanced to Professor of Medicine and was named
Chairman of the Department of Internal Medicine at MCV. 

At the time Dr. Thompson assumed Chairmanship, the Internal Medicine Department
consisted of only seven full-time faculty members. During the next years, all
departmental divisions underwent dramatic growth as the numbers of full-time
faculty increased to 78 members by 1973.

Growth in faculty numbers in the Department of Internal Medicine was accompanied
by creation of special centers of clinical excellence. During Dr. Thompson’s
chairmanship, one of the first respiratory intensive care units in the United States 
was organized and opened for patient care. The first fiberoptic endoscopies and
bronchoscopies were performed by Department physicians. The General Clinical
Research Center, the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit and the Cardiac Catheterization
laboratory were established. The Department of Internal Medicine’s basic research
efforts expanded dramatically and extramural NIH funding increased.

Dr. Thompson consolidated the MCV Medicine faculty with existing faculty at 
the McGuire Veterans Affairs. He led the medical community in the state of Virginia
during his years as president and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Richmond
Academy of Medicine and of the Richmond Society of Internal Medicine. He was
Governor for the Virginia chapter of the American College of Physicians. Those
faculty colleagues and former residents who knew this hard-driving giant of 
academic medicine recall Dr. Thompson as a soft-spoken, friendly, concerned, but
firm administrator who individually cared about their career paths. Only the highest
complements are paid in recalling the memory of the leader who impacted the
University and the Department so profoundly. His leadership during the 14 years 
of his Chairmanship established the VCU Department of Internal Medicine as a
competitive, nationally ranked Department. 

This year’s State Meeting of the ACP/ASIM is dedicated to the memory of Dr. W. T.
Thompson. This article was written by Alpha Fowler, M.D., Chair of the Division 
of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine.

Remembering William Taliaferro Thompson, Jr.

Dr. William T. Thompson

News Briefs

B E T W E E N  R O U N D S

We are beginning to collect submissions
for Between Rounds, the Department of
Internal Medicine’s annual publication
of poetry, prose, art, photography, and
original musical scores. We plan to
publish this year’s volume earlier than
in previous years. Please be sure to
proofread submissions carefully and
send all work to the Department of
Internal Medicine:
Attn: Katia Dobrotvorskaia
Box 980663
Phone (804) 828-5738
Email katia@hsc.vcu.edu
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[Dr. Gehr] is an outstanding
member of our faculty, and I am
confident he will flourish in this

new position of leadership.
– Dr. Richard Wenzel
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